Partial hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma in a patient with hemophilia: a case report.
We describe successful partial hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in a 43-year-old man with severe factor VIII deficiency (hemophilia A). Tumor size and plasma alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) decreased spontaneously prior to surgery. HCC was found in the anterior superior segment of the liver, with invasion of the diaphragm. A limited partial resection of the liver and diaphragm was performed. The administration of factor VIII during and immediately after surgery resulted in no postoperative bleeding complications. Macroscopic findings revealed hemorrhage and necrosis throughout the intrahepatic portion of the tumor. Viable HCC cells were recognized histologically in the intrahepatic tumor and infiltrating the diaphragm. In patients with hemophilia there is a tendency for HCC to hemorrhage, which may obscure the diagnosis. Appropriate administration of factor VIII permits the safe resection of HCC in hemophilia A.